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I« GosonleBioned personnel in the Naval Medical Corps fall into the folloKlng two basic 
groups of officers 8 

a« Medical assistants (Voyennyy Feldsher) . 
be Medical doctors (Voyennyy Vratjh). 

Medical asBistants wer^i graduates of naval medical schools (Voyenno-Morskoye 
Meditsinskoye Uchilishche) idxich were located in Leningrad and Vladivostoke Depending 
on the grades one had received in schoolp a graduate ©f one of these schgsQla watald 
be given the rank of either junior lieutenant or lieutenant W. I ' ncx 


jia exceptional eases, when there 

was a great demand for naval assistants, vacant places were filled with drafted 
civilian graduates of. medical technical schools (Meditsinskiy tekhnikum) and 
medical assistant ® s midwife schools (Feldshersko Akusherskaya Shkola)^ of ^Mch there 
were many in the USSRc Graduates of" the latter schools normally were drafted into 
the navy as sailors I after completing basic training, they would be given a medical 
assistant’s refresher course, promoted to the rank of Junior lieutenant H3, and 
assigned as medical assistants with units or naval medical installations o 
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Medloftl assistants MO In the Soviet Navy oo^ald be promoted 
Inoludink . tbe rank of senior lieutenant* This was 
addioal assistant could ever become a captain UGs since the ranics 
©f daptaln and above were reserved for medical doctors However j 
medical assistants were normally able to advance in spite or, 
this^^w^ not in the MC * As soon as a medloal asslst^t# 

senior lieutenant MC> reached the rank of captain j he would 
slmiltaneously be transferred from the medical corps to the navai^ ^ 
administrative service where It was possible for one to ..continue his 
career unhindered up to the rank of full colonel^usuaily in a 
position related to medicine* Quite often such officers # who were 
aetually majors/ captains i or lieutenant colonels in the nay^ 
admlntspratlve service continued to hold positions and^pe.rform , 
duties as medical asslstants(even though they did not belong to. the 
MCi did not wear inslgnija prescribed for MS personnel, and remaiiied 
in the naval adniiniwertfiVe service, wearing Insi^ia preserlbed 
for the personnel of the administrative seryioe*) - 

4, Time -in-grade requirements for promotion of medioal . asslstaiits 
frbm the rank of Junior lieutenant MS to lieutenant MC and for 
Uiutenant MC to Benlor lieuteuftlot were 

«dti,nee . ProTldlng that the perfomianee of duty of ouch _orrioers 
wia B8i.ti8faotory and their records were clean, tiiey wowld 
atttdWktieaUy be promoted to a higher rank after tha e:q»lratlo» 

' of,: the' three»year period. fE|#:ililpia,*'’‘;requlreMsnta:for;th^^ ; . 

farther promotion of medical asBistahta in the naval admlniatratlve 
aerVloe vrae set at a minimum of three yearo, every proMotioa to the 
rank' of daptaln and 'above being d'Wdlf|S>nar‘''iupon a f/0 -vaodhty* , 
There was no legal provision aa to the maximum period of seryloe 
after . which a medical assistant could be promoted to the rank _of 
baptatn. Naval Administrative Service, or higher. It depended 
©ntslrsiy Upon Evallsbl© T/0 vaosnclss, so thht in pesos time 
eaptalhs and majors often remained la their respeoti’'’'® ranks for 
five yeara or more. 

5. The slae of the naval unit or installation to which the medioal 

' ' ‘ asaiatantB were 'assljraed 'determined their duties^ pe,Bponaibl:llieip>:>,, 
and rights . The T/0 of email naval vessels sueh as ®wbm«rlnes, of. , . 

' the "malyutka^ typo, minesweepers, and torpedo boats,, as well, ap^the 
T^ of naval ebaatal batteries, could havs a medioal assistant oho 
was any rank of lleutonant as a ohlef of modloal Bervloe^ . 

a. A medioal aaalstaht who was ohlsf of nodloal sorvlee wa.B 

reiponsibi'b fori 

(1) The physloal condition and general health, of personnel 

in his, unit. 

(?) Prophylaotio measures to prevent oontaiglbus dlseoae and 
epldemioa. 

(3) Snforoement of sanitary rulee and pereohai hygiene of ■ 

Individuals. The medioal assiatant bad to eee to it that ^ 
every individual in hie unit took a shower .o*»o« W®®kly: 
(normally on Saturday) , changed his underwear, changed 
hie bed llnen^ and eaw to his laundry.. 

(A). Periodic medical checkup of personnel to dlsoover any , 
existing diseases, skin and VD In particular* 
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(5) Issuing .on an obligatory basis *VI> propbylaotlos to 

“ p^ returning from liberty. In tbe Soviet Havy V© 

was oonsidereS a most serious breacb of dlBelpllne* 
equivalent to desertion. 

(6) Oonstant supervision of and enforeement of sanitary rules 
In tfee units kitchen, food storeroom, and refrigerator; 
enforeement of personal hygiene rules for the kitchen 
personnel; control over the condition of dishes and kitchen 
utensils. This was one of the most l^ortant duties of a 
medical assistant . 

(7) Preparation of the dally menu, its adjustment to the 
prescribed caloric valucj and obligatory tests of each pre^ 
pared meal served personnel , 

(8) Medical checkup of £P details, especially In respect to 

cleanliness and possible skin disease. i 

(9) llillf a instructing the personnel of his unit or 
Instaliatlon In sanitation practices. 

b. In the field of treatment of patients, the medical assistant, 

as chief of medical service, was authorized to dC the following! 

(1) Render fli*8t aid to personnel injured in accidents. 

(2) Perform unsupervised dally slo'k'Call. 

(3) Make diagnosis where no doubt existed as to its oorrectnesf^ 

(4) Administer medicaments available In the units pharmacy* 


(5) dive sedatives. 

(6) Perfom most cpmmon m5.nor surgical operations under 
local aheSthetles (such as removal of furuncles). 

(7) 

(8) Treat liglit oases of influenaa and head ooldt. 

(9) A^nlster fsvsr-fighting drug! 


The authorlaed scope of activity of a medical asslatant in 
treatment of patients was regulated by the Medical- Aeeiet 
(Medltslnekly Spravoohnlk pni 




Public' 'MealtPPinlstry In Moscow' and adopted by the 
Armed Poroee. According to the reguletlonp of. this 
manual, a medical aeelatant working without tupervielon of a 
medical doctor was authorized to make dlagnoele end to adislniate? 
aedieinee where there was no ' as to' the nature of-; the 


Elve fever-fighting druge. 


lllneie. 'Re was alee authorized to 
But -all patients with questionable dligpoftesj as Well as patients 
with a fever wltloh refused to drop after tbe fever-flghtlng 
drufi had been Bl^en, were to bo referred Immediately to a 
mSdleal deeter; 
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.l3Q'ti0S IBSdi'C®! , 

B,0i»«ii«ea -beiiig'.li.6aig®ed^ , ■. 

'■■riw|»<' miii>iii ^vwhfei!>e thar®:. wei!e Ro awdleal doefe0P$^ . 

‘■iBOfci lAi?g6p- B60p® of . aotivitiy ajad .ipospdiitsi'bill'by the ,aodipi^,. 

dsBlsitaiits In ti»e Araed PoroeB. J® 

vris a© oljlsdp way to reader aedlcai help to the patleat* . Glviii^; 
aedioal, aBBlstijcita go beyond the liatt of aotlvl.ty' pi*esopioed py 
%hev Medioal Aaaistantfe Mamei . A siallar situation oxA®ted la ,, 
t^e Soviet layy in wartliae. After the war, however* tnl® 

situation was eonsideratoly lE^jPOVed and ftedioaiasBistaat® 

reStPieted to their normal, authorized diltles. 

On lirger naval vessels and naval shore installationB where the T/0;^ 
Inoluded a medioal doctor as chief of medioal service, he uSuaily^l^ 
one or': more feOidt^ra as: assistants. ,In such oasesi, medioal asslstSM^i' 
were assigned duties by the doctor whleh they performed under his 
■iMBedlate supervision . Under suoh oondltions the medical 
aBsiStant had no direct responstbllity except to his immediate 
attoerlor*who assumed full responsibility foP the work performed py 
"Mb' Bubbrdinates , On very-'’:iarge;,,iy4|i;aels . and" lar jse,,. shore.; 

■ iBBta-liBitlons' '.where • there ' were" several medi'oal ^ aBsiBtantB>::',- l.t ; *•§■ ^ 

’ Bus'tbmary to divide fields of activity among individual TOdleal ^ 
■"■iBaiatahts ' working" under the direct suporvlsion of -.a: doetpr,'’ ,;.Hoi^Bf|,^y/' 
' ■'iii''B'mbh'''Oasea*one medioal a,BBlBtant waa 'made responBlbla fpr.onfprpf e.:' . 
' BMi‘pt';of'''B'«®i*htlbn' an health 'rulea among pePB0nnel|.'.an©the.r-'for' ^ 
fofd* the kitohen, and kitchen personneli and a tMrd for the tipltia 

' 'dicBtorB 'werp. aoiimially\.gpaduat the Medioal iiiaval;''A,dad,Biw* 

■ '(toWMtto-KorBkaya.MeditBlnBkaya Akademlya') . lapa:p||®J?y'‘- where;; thpra 

;'aii#%' nBad,; howeror*' 'IlJavy fduld regucBt Bome oivlllan .medical ■.;4ae|p»s*'' 
'Zm •Peh 'ekBaa it waB customary to ask .foP volunteeri; among iituMBfl.; 

't»' the laBt'oeurBO of civilian medioal .aoho.plB,' Student. .yptotooPB,' , 

' 'Mat*!' medical, sorvloe wero normally, iont, to the..Jiayal^iadlo^l,' 

Aaa'dBiiinrv whore . thoy .wore given ' one year of spoclal trainlog ahd;,.Bi|tB»'* 
waridB 'woro graduated under . te* eaiitfl samdi tlonB aB regular'-Btudenta:' ■ ; 

©f lhe naval Medical Aoadony. 
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I I There . '.wero ; .. ■ 

'■ Baaea'' wbBre civilian dontlati* . iaboi*atory poraonttoi, or '"^riy ; / 

■pealailatB were oallod into the navy without any naval train|»i W 
rofreahor eourae, Suoh per»on« were usually given the rajUt pf 
lieutonaht M0. 

•raduatos of tho naval Medioal Aoadosiff ontorod the jnmvy with 
rink of Benlor lloutonant MO. (A rather small number__ of them who^^^^^ . 
had Md lower laerkft li** ■aWwiti w wsw giv©« the rank only of lteUtnjaim%vi 
Mg.) ^ during World War XI senior lloutemantsf^ 

Ih' tho lnavy had boen~t)roni.otod to oaptain MO after eh# year of ; o ^ ^ ^ ' 

Xowf vor« 

ilnoe the wavai Medioal Aeaaemy anjoyeo an exooiient reputation; * 
and itB^araduatee were reeeaani sod as well-trained nedleal dootOW* 

^ it' was' ' not ■■ irregular , for thori ' to: hi , , 
>nly"a" One-yoar Borvloo requirement, as, lepior "lieutenant fOr'inouv 
jjattOH ta aantain for gradwtes of this it|***^^^hl<g_sehooA.< 
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graduates of this sohooi w»o., had entered the 
With the ranx of lieutenant were required to serve ©ne^^yeay to^^be , 

t romOted to sonior lieutenant and One year as atnlOr lieutenant to 
0 promoted to oaptain. 
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SECiEf/SECyRITy INPOBJMATION 

Naval medical doctoir s could hold ranks from lieutenant HC up to 
of general MC. 
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The 
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I in the Soviet Navy Medieai 
0- I)ZHANELIS>?E, MG, Chief 


ihigbCBt ranking officer 

Ooppa was Lieutenant General (Qen Leitj 
Naval Surgeon in Moscow . 3?ime~ih-grade requiremehta for promotion 
ol' medloal doctors in the navy was . three years in each grade , 
promotion « however, was conditioned hv the availahility of T/O 
vaoanoies. 
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several naval doctors who spent their whole 
aervioe careers in naval shore installations , 


a. Naval medical doctors could serve either. on naval vessels or in 
the naval shore medical Installations. The T/O's of naval 
vessels, starting with destroyers and suhraarlnes of the "shohuka" 
type and up, included slots for medical doctors, chief of the 
vessels^ medical service. In addition to medical doctors, the 
T/0 of a battleship also Included a dentist with the rank of 
lieutenant. 


b. The duties of naval medical doctors were very similar to those 
performed by doctors in the army. Because of the llii|ilted 
billeting facilities on naval vessels, special emphasis was 
placed upon enforcement of sanitary rules, prophylaotio; 

BMasures, preventive measures against epidemics, and food oontrel. 
The naval medical service was very similar both to military and 
civilian services , but the character of wounds .received in haval 
battles and consequently the general naval experience required 
of naval medical doctors ;)uetif led the exiit^noe of the Naval . 
Medioal Corps and the Naval Medical Academy. 

(i) The duties of doctors, chiefs of vessels" medioal servioe, wore < 
the same as described in paragraph 2o (1) of this report . 

These duties could be performed either personally or t)troPij|lli| 

. one or several medioal assistants ; assigned to the sama- 

vessel. 


(2) The duties of naval medioal doctors in naval hospitals, ; 
sanatorlums, poiyolinlos, and .dispensaries were eiquivai^t 
to those of the army and civilian doctors in slmiliiu' positions,' 

10. All poraohnel of the Naval Medioal Corps wore naval of fleer is unlferihiL, 
The shoulder boards wore silver with gpeen stripes and greeii piping^ 

The stars on the shoulder boards were gold. Thoro was also a modioal 

insignia on the shoulder boards and a naval button. In addition to 

shoaldor boards, the rank of naval medioal personnel was indicated 1 

On the lower part of the sleeve by silver stripes on a green baok- 

groujnd. Three different sizes of stripes were^used for this purpose t 

narrow (3/8 in.}, medium (3/4 in.}, and tread'll ih,}«^ 

pez|s6nnel did not wear stars above the stripes on their, 'sleeves Os i 

iwlirai line officers did. On their caps naval medical personnel 

wore "serambled egg" Insignia j field grade officers and general 

off leers had silver embroidery on their cap visors. - jt 

11* The pay of naval medioal personnel was equivalent to that of army- 
medioal personnel . Embarked naval medioal doctors or medioal 
assistants rooelved special eo^barkment allowanoes according to 
their rank, Just as any other naval personnel. 
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Lefend 

1. Junior lieutenant 

2. Lieutenant 

3. Sector lieutenant 

4 . Captain 

5 . Major 

6 . Lieutenant colonel 
7« Colonel 

8 . Oen . Mayor 
9« Oen. Lieutenant 
10. Oen. Colonel 
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